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INTRODUCTION

This voter guide was written by people directly impacted by incarceration -
formerly incarcerated people and people with incarcerated loved ones - and
abolitionist allies with a focus on the public safety platforms of candidates for state
office in California. Initiate Justice Action believes that people who have been
impacted by the prison system in this state deserve the opportunity to weigh in on
state elections, because we have historically been marginalized and because we are
the ones who are most affected by the public safety policies proposed by elected
officials.

We are at a unique time in our state’s history - with the passage of Prop 17 in 2020,
this is the third statewide election cycle where all formerly incarcerated people in
California can vote. However, voting can be a daunting task for those who are doing
it for the first time, or who have not voted in many years. We hope that this voter
guide will help system-impacted people understand their voting rights, the details
of the June 2nd, 2026 Primary Election, and help them with their research.

This guide is also intended to be helpful for justice-minded allies who want to learn
more about how people impacted by incarceration in California are approaching
the statewide elections. We hope that everyone who reads this will learn about
voting rights in our state, and take the opportunity to reflect on why voting is so
important specifically for those who are directly impacted by justice policies.
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WHAT'S IN THIS VOTER GUIDE

e Basic Information: We provide the candidate’s name, political party, whether or
not they are the incumbent (the person currently elected to that seat), and their
designation as it will appear on the ballot.

Law Enforcement Contributions: We reviewed every candidate’s campaign
contributions to see if they have received funds from law enforcement PACs or
associations, and made note of any such donations. Some things to note about
our research:

o The law enforcement donations are updated as of April 17th, 2026, so it is
possible that candidates will have accepted or returned donations after that
date.

This guide is only reporting law enforcement donations for the current
election cycle, so if the candidate has run for prior offices, it is possible they
have received law enforcement donations that are not reported here.

This guide only reports contributions from law enforcement PACs and/or
associations, not any that may have come from individual law enforcement
personnel.

Many candidates have simply not raised any campaign contributions, so a
lack of law enforcement contributions does not necessarily mean that they
are opposed to receiving funds from them.

If the candidate has received law enforcement contributions, we will list the
agencies that donated.

If the candidate has received campaign contributions from other people /
organizations but none from law enforcement, their description will read
“None as of [DATE]”.

If the candidate simply has not raised any funds from any source for their
campaign, their description will read “The candidate has not reported any
campaign funds as of [DATE]”.

e Legislative Scorecard Grade: We are also including the grade that each current
State Senator and Assemblymember earned in our 2025 Legislative Scorecard.
The Scorecard looked at the voting records of each Senator and
Assemblymember on seven key justice reform bills from the 2025 legislative
year. For details on the bills and voting records, check out our Legislative

Scorecard at: https://ijaction.org/legislative-scorecard-2025/
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WHAT'S IN THIS VOTER GUIDE

Background: We researched background information on each candidate, such as
their professional experience, whether or not they are currently an elected
official, and any other information relevant to justice reform.

Public Safety Platform: We did our best to compile a summary of each
candidate’s views on public safety policy and whether or not they are in support
of justice reform. This is not an exhaustive list, and it should be noted that many
candidates do not have public information available on their positions.

Website: We also include the official campaign website of each candidate who
had one at the time of writing of our Voter Guide.

Recommendations: In each race, we are also making recommendations on
candidates. Our recommendation categories are as follows:

o Endorsed: Candidates who completed our endorsement process and our
Membership voted to endorse. These are candidates who are strongly
aligned with our values and have committed to co-governing with us.
Recommended: Candidates who may or may not have completed our
endorsement process, but are considered to be the more closely aligned
candidate in the race and who we believe would serve the position well.
Harm Reduction: Candidates who may not be closely aligned with our
values, but are considered to be the better candidate in the race compared
to their opponent.

No Recommendation: In races where we believe neither candidate is an
option aligned with our values, we will make no recommendation.




MOBILIZING THE POWER OF PEOPLE I J A
IMPACTED BY INCARCERATION

PRIMARY ELECTION INFORMATION

Primary Election Day: Polls will be open from 7:00

am to 8:00 pm. Vote-by-mail ballots must be
postmarked on or before Election Day.

If you miss the registration deadline, you can

M AY 1 9 _ conditionally register to vote up to and on Election
Day at a polling location and vote provisionally;
l u N E 2 however, your voter registration status will need to

be verified before your vote will be counted.

M AY 1 8 Last day to register to vote

M AY 4 i Early voting sites are open: You can vote early in
person or by dropping off your vote-by-mail ballot.
Find your location here:
l u N E 2 https://caearlyvoting.sos.ca.gov/

M AY 4 Vote by mail ballots mailed out.
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VOTER ELIGIBILITY

e To be eligible to vote in California you must be:
o 18 years old or older,

o A US citizen, and

o Aresident of CA

e |fyou are impacted by incarceration, you do have the right to vote if you:
o Areincarcerated in a county jail, unless you have been sentenced to state
prison and are awaiting transfer to a state prison
o Are on county probation, federal probation, post-release community
supervision (PRCS), or on parole
Have been convicted of a misdemeanor or felony in the past

¢ You do not currently have the right to vote if you:

o Are currently incarcerated in state or federal prison

o Are currently in a Pre-Release Custody Program, such as Alternative Custody
Program (ACP), Community Prison Mother Program (CPMP), Custody to
Community Transitional Reentry Program (CCTRP) or Male Community
Reentry Program (MCRP)

o Have been found mentally incompetent by a court

o Are not 18 years old or older, a US citizen, and a resident of CA

In summary, as long as you are not currently incarcerated in a state or federal
prison, you are eligible to vote as long as you meet the other age and citizenship
requirements.

You can learn more about how a conviction history impacts your right to vote here:

https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/restore-your-vote
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REGISTERING TO VOTE

e You may register to vote online by visiting: https://registertovote.ca.gov/ or by
completing a paper voter registration form which you can find at the post office,
DMV office, and most public libraries.

e To register to vote, you will need to provide your residence address and either
your driver’s license or state ID number or the last four digits of your social
security number.

e You can also use this site linked above to check your voter registration status or
pre-register to vote if you are 16 or 17 years old.

e Reminder - you must re-register to vote any time you move or change your
name!

e Questions? You can call the Secretary of State: (800) 345-VOTE (8683)

FINDING YOUR POLLING PLACE

e Want to know where you go to vote in person? You can use this website to find
your polling place: https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/polling-place

VOTING BY MAIL

e Since 2020, all voters are automatically signed up to vote by mail. That means
that once you register to vote, you will receive your ballot in the mail at the
address where you registered to vote. You may complete your ballot at home
and seal it, sign it, and mail it in to your county registrar of voters (no postage

necessary), or drop off your ballot at a secure dropbox or at your polling place.
You can find early voting locations or your nearest ballot drop box here:

https://caearlyvoting.sos.ca.gov/

TRACKING YOUR BALLOT

e Once you have completed and submitted your ballot, you can track the status of
your ballot online by entering your information on this site:
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/ballot-status/wheres-my-ballot

e You can also sign up for text message or email updates on the status of your ballot!
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ENDORSED CANDIDATES

State Assembly

| IACI SANDRA FATIMA JESSIE

ELWARD CELEDON IQBAL-ZUBAIR LOPEZ
Assembly Assembly Assembly Assembly
District 12 District 31 District 65 District 68

City of Los Angeles

MARISSA " EUNISSES
ROY HERNANDEZ MAZARIEGOS

L.A. City Attorney Council District 1 Council District 9

FAIZAH
MALIK

Council District 11

HUGO
SOTO-MARTINEZ

Council District 13
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The Governor of the State of California has the chief executive power, and it is their
role to ensure that the laws of the state are carried out. Some responsibilities of the
Governor include:
e Signing or vetoing bills passed by the state Legislature
e Submitting a proposed budget to the state Legislature during the first 10 days of
each calendar year, and approving the final state budget by June 30 of each year
e Being the Commander-in-Chief of the state military
e Appointing judges and other executive offices when there are vacancies
e Approving or denying parole recommendations made by the Board of Parole
Hearings, as well as commuting sentences and pardoning individuals

@ Noorseb @  RECOMMENDED @ N0 RECOMMENDATION

MATT MAHAN (D)

KATIE PORTER (D) RAMSEY ROBINSON (P&F)
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The Lieutenant Governor is the person who would become Governor in the event of a
vacancy, and serves as the acting Governor when the Governor is out of the state or
otherwise unable to carry out their responsibilities. They also can cast a vote to break a
tie in the CA State Senate. Additionally, they serve on multiple CA State Commissions.

@ ctoorsep @  RECOMMENDED @ N0 RECOMMENDATION

JOSH FRYDAY (D) JANELLE KELLMAN (D)

FIONA MA (D) ALICE STEK (P&F)

GLORIA ROMERO (R)

SECRETARY OF STATE

The Secretary of State oversees and certifies elections in California, manages voter
registration, and ensures voting systems meet state standards. They administer
election laws, certify candidates and ballot measures, publish voter guides and results,

and maintain public records on campaigns, lobbying, and government officials to
promote transparency.

DONALD (DON) P. WAGNER (R)
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STATE CONTROLLER

The State Controller is the state’s chief fiscal officer, overseeing public funds, ensuring
revenue is collected fairly, managing state payroll, and serving on boards that handle
areas like land management and victim compensation.

@ ctNDorsED @  RECOMMENDED @ N0 RECOMMENDATION

MEGHANN ADAMS (P&F)

L

STATE TREASURER

The State Treasurer manages the state’s investments, oversees public funds for state
and local agencies, sells bonds, and finances projects like schools, housing,
transportation, and clean energy.

1) ACTION HAS NO RECOMMENDATION

ANNA CABALLERO (D) ELENI KOUNALAKIS (D)

B




ATTORNEY GENERAL

The Attorney General enforces California law, supports law enforcement, serves as
legal counsel to state agencies, and prepares titles and summaries for ballot initiatives.

@ ctnDorRsED @ RECOMMENDED @ N0 RECOMMENDATION

MICHAEL GATES (R)

INSURANCE COMMISSIONER

The Insurance Commissioner oversees California’s insurance industry, protects
consumers, regulates insurance rates, and licenses insurance companies and
professionals to ensure a fair and stable market.

STEVE BRADFORD (D)
BEN ALLEN (D) PATRICK WOLFF (D)

EDUARDO “LALO” VARGAS (P&F) STACY KORSGADEN (R)

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

The State Superintendent of Public Instruction is a nonpartisan official who oversees
California’s public education system, enforces education laws, and leads the
Department of Education while serving on the State Board of Education.

FRANK LARA (NP)

ANTHONY RENDON (NP) AL MURATSUCHI (NP)

JOSH NEWMAN (NP) RICHARD BARRERA (NP)

SONJA SHAW (NP) GUS MATTAMMAL (NP)
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The California State Senate is the upper house of the two legislative houses for the
State of California. Senators are responsible for introducing and voting on state
legislation and also vote to approve the state’s budget each year. State Senators are
responsible for confirming or rejecting the Governor’s appointments to state agencies
such as the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR), and are also
responsible for carrying out state agency casework for the people who live in their
districts.

The Senate has a membership of 40 Senators elected for 4-year terms, 20 to begin
every 2 years. A person may serve no more than 12 years in the Senate, Assembly, or
both, in any combination of terms. Members of the Senate representing odd-numbered
districts will have elections during the presidential election years. Members
representing even-numbered districts will have elections at the same time as
California’s constitutional officers. That is why this election, we are only voting for the
Senators representing even-numbered districts.

More information on the State Want to know who your
Senate can be found on their State Senator is? Find them here:
website: https:/www.senate.ca.gov/ https:/findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/
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STATE SENATE

@ RECOMMENDED

@ ENDORSED @ N0 RECOMMENDATION

DISTRICT 2 _ TIEFF GIBBS (R)  AARON SMITH (R)

DISTRICT 6 SEAN FRAME (D) ROGER NIELLO* (R) SARA VELASCO (D)

DISTRICT 16 — MELISSA HURTADO* (D)  GUILLERMO ASUNCION GONZALEZ (R)

DISTRICT 10

DISTRICT 18 STEVE PADILLA* (D)  ART HODGES (R)

DISTRICT 20 (CAROUINEMENIIVARS(D)) ROBERTO DAVID LACARRA (D) TONY RODRIGUEZ (R)

(ELLEN EVANS (D)~ SION ROY (D) JOHN ERICKSON (D)  ERIC ALEGRIA (D) - MIKE NEWHOUSE ().
DISTRICT24 | BRIAN GOLDSHITH (D) ZENNON ULYATE-CROW (D) AMARIS SAARA DORDAR (D)  KRISTINA IRNIN (R)

DISTRICT 22

16
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STATE SENATE

@ ctnoorseD @  RECOMMENDED @ N0 RECOMMENDATION

_ SARAH RASCON (D) WENDY CARRILLO (D)

DISTRICT 26 JUAN CAMACHO (D) SARA HERNANDEZ (D) PAUL A. BOWERS (D)
CLAUDIA AGRAZ (R) SANG "SAM SHIN" MASOG (R)

DISTRICT 28 — JOE LISUZZO (R) DAPHNE D. BRADFORD (NPP)

TIFFANIE LAVON TATE (D)  KELLY SEYARTO* (R)

DISTRICT 38
DISTRICT 40 (MARRELLOTTD)) KRISTIE BRUCE-LANE (R)  ED MUSGROVE (R)
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STATE ASSEMBLY

The California State Assembly is the lower house of the two legislative houses for the
state. Assemblymembers are responsible for introducing and voting on state legislation
and also vote to approve the state’s budget each year. Assemblymembers are also
responsible for carrying out state agency casework for the people who live in their
districts.

The Assembly has a membership of 80 Assemblymembers elected for 2-year terms. A
person may serve no more than 12 years in the Senate, Assembly, or both, in any
combination of terms.

More information on the State Want to know who your
Assembly can be found on their Assemblymember is? Find them here:

website: https:/www.assembly.ca.gov/ https://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/

ek
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@ ENDORSED

DISTRICT 1

@ RECOMMENDED

STATE ASSEMBLY

|JVIACTION

. NO RECOMMENDATION

DISTRICT 2

MICHAEL GREER (R)

DISTRICT 3

DISTRICT 4

DISTRICT 5

NEVA PARKER (D)

JOE PATTERSON (R)*

DISTRICT 6

DISTRICT 7

AMY L. SLAVENSKY (D)

JOSH HOOVER* (R)

SANAZ MOTAMEDI (Al)

DISTRICT 8

MATTHEW ADAMS (D)

HEATH FLORA* (R)

MICHAEL PEREZ (D)

ERYN CERVANTES (R)

STEVE SCHWARTZ (D)

DISTRICT 9
TAMINOBRIGA (R)  BRANDON OWEN (R)  JIM SHOEMAKER (R)
pistRicT10 | (STEPHANIENGUYENS(D))  (VINAYA'SINGH(R))
DISTRICT 11 (ORIWIISONS(D))  JENNY LEILANI CALLISON (NPP) ROCHELLE CONNER (NPP)
— ELI BECKMAN (D)  HOLLI THIER (D)  ERIC LUCAN (D)
DISTRICT 12

19
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STATE ASSEMBLY

@ RECOMMENDED

@ ENDORSED @ N0 RECOMMENDATION

DISTRICT 14 (BUFFWICKSS@))  MARK RENDON ()  BORGAR SOLNORDAL (R)

DISTRICT 16 'REBECCA BAUER-KAHAN" (D) JOSEPH A. RUBAY (R)  CHIRAG KATHRANI (NPP)
DISTRICT 17 _
DISTRICT 18 'MIA BONTA* (D) ANDRE SANDFORD (D)  NED NUERGE (R)  MICHAEL GOLDSTEIN (G)
DISTRICT 20 (UZORTEGAR(D)) PATRICIA MUGA (R)

DISTRICT 21 DIANE PAPAN* (D) JABRA ) MUHAWIEH (R)

DISTRICT 22 JUAN ALANIS* (R)
DISTRICT 23 _ DAVID G.JOHNSON (R)  RICK GIORGETTI (R)

DISTRICT 24 - MAX HSIA (R)  YANG SHAO (NPP)

DISTRICT 25 (ASHKALRARD)) HIMAT SINGH BAINIWAL (R)

imbent o ' 20
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@ ENDORSED

DISTRICT 26

|JVIACTION

STATE ASSEMBLY

@ RECOMMENDED

. NO RECOMMENDATION

PATRICK AHRENS* (D) TIM GORSULOWSKY (R)

DISTRICT 27

DISTRICT 28

CAROL PEFLEY (R)

DISTRICT 29

ROBERT RIVAS* (D) J.W. PAINE (R) DENNIS P. SANCHEZ (R)

DISTRICT 30

SUSANNAH BROWN (D)  SHANNON KESSLER (R)

DISTRICT 31

ANNALISA PEREA (D) JIM POLSGROVE (R)

DISTRICT 32

DISTRICT 33

pistRicT34 | (RANDAEUPUTZND))  CHARLES F. HUGHES (R)  STEVEFOX(R)  MANNY LIN (R)
DISTRICT 35 (ANAPALAGIOND)) ANDRAE GONZALEZ(D)  SAUL AYON (R)

DISTRICT 36 (IDAGBESOMARTINEZ(D)) 0SCAR ORTIZ (D) TOMAS OLIVIA (D) JEFF GONZALEZ* (R)
DISTRICT 37 GREGG HART* (D)  SARI DOMINGUES (R)

DISTRICT 38

MICHAEL MACDONALD (D)

o 21
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STATE ASSEMBLY

@ RECOMMENDED

@ ENDORSED @ N0 RECOMMENDATION

DISTRICT 39 PAUL ANDRE MARSH (R)

DISTRICT 40

ADAM CHRISTOPHER VENA (R)

DISTRICT 41

DISTRICT 42 DEBORAH KLEIN LOPEZ (D) TED NORDBLUM (R)  ROCKY RHODES (R)

DISTRICT 43

RICARDO BENITEZ (R)

DISTRICT 44 CAROLYN DANIELS (R)  CHARLOTTE GERRY (R)

DISTRICT 46 JESSE GABRIEL* (D) TRACEY SCHROEDER (R)

DISTRICT 47 LEILA NAMVAR (D)  JASON BYORS (D)  GREG WALLIS* (R)

DISTRICT 49 LONG DAVID LIU (R)

DISTRICT 48 (BLANCA'RUBIO®(D))  DANT. TRAN (R)

DISTRICT 50 _ VICTORIA VIVEROS MAGENO (R) ROBERTO JESUS MORENO, JR. (NPP)

COLIN D. HERNANDEZ (D) MICHAEL GERAGHTY (R)
DICK LUCAS (NPP) JAKE HEAD (R)
Incumbent a [ 22

DISTRICT 51 RICK CHAVEZ ZBUR* (D)
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STATE ASSEMBLY

@ RECOMMENDED

@ ENDORSED @ N0 RECOMMENDATION

DISTRICT 52 (JESSIGACALOZAR(D))  ANDREA LEE ANDERSON (R)
DISTRICT 54 ' MARK GONZALEZ* (D)

DISTRICT 55 — ASHLEYM. BROWN (D) 0\ 1am “BiLLioN” cAMPBELL (NPP)

KEITH G. CASCIO (R)

DISTRICT 57 (SADEELHAWARYS(D)) CONSTANCE JEWEL MENZIES (R)
pistRicTs8 | (GUARISSAGERVANTESUD))  Lemicia casTiLLO** (R)
DISTRICT 59 (VIGTORMERNANDEZG))  PHiLLIP CHEN* (R)
pisTRICT60 | (GOREVJAGKSON®{D)) D DELGADO (R)  RON EDWARDS (R)

mswcr 61| ((HNANEKINNORE0)

DISTRICT 62 JOSE LUIS SOLACHE* (D)  PAUL IRVING JONES (R)

23



MOBILIZING THE POWER OF PEOPLE I J A
IMPACTED BY INCARCERATION

STATE ASSEMBLY

@ ctxoorseD @  RECOMMENDED @ N0 RECOMMENDATION

SISTRICT 65 — AYANNA DAVIS (D) VINSON EUGENE ALLEN (D)  LAMAR LYONS (D)
MAGALI SANCHEZ-HALL (D)  LYDIA A. GUTIERREZ (R)
GEORGE BARKS (R)  SCOTT HOUSTON (D) JESSICA MALDONADO (R)
DISTRICT 66
SARADEEN (D) payy sk (D) SHANNON RUIZ-ROSS (D)

ALI TAJ (D) PAULO MORALES (R
DISTRICT 67 (ADABRIGEROM®)  yark PULIDO (0)  ADRIAN OSCAR A(YII)B )
DISTRICT 68 — DAVID PENALOZA (D) SHANNON WINGFIELD (D) MAYRA RUIZ (R)

(IOSHIOWENTHAIS(D)) cAROLYN ). ESSEX (D)

PAULA SWIFT (D)

DISTRICT 69

DISTRICT 70

TRITA* (R)

DISTRICT 71 JJGALVEZ (D)  KATE SANCHEZ* (R)

GRACEY VAN DER MARK (R)
MATTHEW HARPER (R)

DISTRICT 72 CHRIS KLUWE (D) FRANK WAGONER (NPP)

DISTRICT 74 SERGIO FARIAS (D)  LAURIE DAVIES* (R)
DISTRICT 75 GERALD BOURSIQUOT (D)  CARL DEMAIO* (R)
DISTRICT 76 DARSHANA PATEL* (D) CARRIE ESPINOZA VILLANUEVA (R)

DISTRICT 77

e 2
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STATE ASSEMBLY

@ ctnoorseD @  RECOMMENDED @ N0 RECOMMENDATION

DISTRICT 78 ANTONIO SALGUERO (L)  PAYTON GALVEZ (R)

m
DAVID ALVAREZ* (D)  ZENITH KHAN (D) ALEJANDRO GALICIA (R)
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